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Here are our picks for 10 U.S. travel trends in the new year.  
 
Lake Cascade, Idaho  
 
Why go: A $1.5 billion ski resort with year-round activities is being built in the 
mountains 100 miles north of Boise near the shores of Lake Cascade. 
The details: Tamarack is touted as the first new ski, golf and lake resort in the United 
States in more than two decades, built by a former Silicon Valley entrepreneur with a 
hand from the ski and golf resort management firm Intrawest. The slopes won't be 
completely ready until next winter, but there's no need to wait, as a limited number of 
activities already are open. This winter, Snowcat skiers are being ferried up mountains on 
special transport tractors to ski the mountain ($249 per person a day; free skis and poles 
available), and Nordic skiing lanes and snowshoe trails are open. Once the ski lifts are in 
place this summer, they'll shuttle mountain bikers uphill. Resort officials predict that 
regular skiing will be ready by year's end. A golf course and golf academy are scheduled 
to open in 2005, as well as a health spa, 60 miles of paved and unpaved hiking and biking 
trails and a mountain biking skills area. The area is an outdoor enthusiast's dream, with 
fishing at Lake Cascade State Park, elk and deer hunting, and snowmobiling the 400 
miles of trails at Wellington Snow Park. 
Where to stay: On-site lodging at Tamarack isn't expected until summer 2005. In the 
meantime, stay in the mountain town of McCall, Idaho. The Meadowood Lodge B&B 
(3580 Meadowood Lane, 208-634-3330; from $95 with a two-night minimum) has access 
to snowmobile trails, and the historic Hotel McCall (1101 N. 3rd St., 866-800-1183; 
from $55) overlooks Payette Lake. The McCall Chamber of Commerce (800-260-5130, 
www.mccall-idchamber.org) lists other lodging options. 
Info: Tamarack Central Reservations, 208-325-1005, www.tamarackidaho.com; Idaho 
Division of Tourism Development, 800-635-7820, www.visitid.org. 
 


